WOODVILLE WOOF
September 2020

Woodville Community Dog Training Centre Newsletter

…. from the President

In This Issue

What an amazing reopening after our Covid 19 closure. So many members have
returned and we have at least 60 new members joining us. A very big welcome to all
of you and thank you for supporting us. To cope with so many new people we are
running 3 Introduction sessions a morning and were doing 2 Induction sessions.
Under Stage 3 of the Covid Safe Plan we are now back to 1 as we can have more
people in the Club Rooms.
We do have a Covid Safe Plan lodged with the State Government and are required
to follow its requirements to the letter. This is posted in the Club Rooms if you wish
to read it. Inspections by appointed officers can be undertaken at any time and fines
imposed or closure effected if we are in breach of the rules.
I am really happy to report that everyone is doing well in following the rules but the
area under the veranda does get congested sometimes. Please be very aware of
social distancing in this area.
We ask that all of you bring hand sanitiser to use before and after touching poles,
equipment etc. Instructors have been issued sanitiser and have been asked to use it
frequently.
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The main thing is of course is to enjoy your morning and that you and your dog have
some fun and socialisation. You will find some reminders in this paper which we
would like you all to follow so that we all remain healthy and Covid free.
We welcome Tania Annese, an Instructor from another club, who has joined us and
is working her way through our program before she takes on classes. Keep your eye
on our Face Book page as we are going to profile all the volunteers who run this
centre for you, during the year.
Remember you can approach any of us at any time to provide feed-back or make
any recommendations. You will notice on our FB page and Web Site that we now
have a mobile phone number. The NBN will be installed shortly and the landline will
be discontinued.
To match our great new front door, we are having the external notice board area
upgraded so the photos, minutes, notices etc. can be easily posted for you all to see.
Please stay safe and warm and enjoy your mornings with us.

Claire Lowe
President

A socially trained dog is your best friend

Newsletter Items
Do you have something of interest
you would like to share via the
newsletter?
Maybe you’ve seen a great dog
article, or have photos to share,
recipes for dogfood, ideas to put
forward for discussion about the
running of the club.
Email suggestions you would like
included to:
newsletter@woodvilledogtraining.
com.au

Please mark Att: Andrea
We would love to hear from
you!
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… Covid 19 Reminder
COVID 19 REMINDER
Yes it’s still with us! Please be mindful of SOCIAL DISTANCING at all
times.
There will be SIGN ON sheets on the tables near the café for Members’
friends and relatives so that we know who is here should follow up be
required.
PLEASE WEAR YOUR BADGE. If you leave it at home go to the Chris
our Registrar to get a temporary one. YOU MAY NOT GO TO CLASS
WITHOUT A BADGE.
PLEASE BE ON TIME FOR YOUR CLASS. It is essential that our
attendance records are accurate.

If you slip into class late you may be missed by your Instructor if they
are attending to someone and not be marked off on the attendance
sheet.

THESE ARE ALL REQUIREMENTS OF OUR COVID 19 SAFE
PLAN

Have you liked our Facebook
page? Did you know that you
can write a review of the club
on Facebook? Just click on
Reviews.
You can read what others have said, and leave a review of
your own. So why not take a few minutes, and write a review
of your club for others to read?
We really would appreciate it!
A socially trained dog is your best friend
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… Becoming an Instructor or an Assistant

SO WHY DON’T YOU BECOME AN INSTRUCTOR OR AN ASSISTANT?
Don’t say you couldn’t do it. Most of our current Instructors said the same thing. You will be well
taken care of and may watch and listen until you feel ready to assist in a class.
The more instructors we have the less classes each person has to take and the more small
classes we can have. While you gain confidence you may wish to be an assistant to help with
dogs that need a bit of one on one care
Please don’t be afraid to check out with Dominick, John, Steve, Leann, Michelle, Ron, Jean or
me about what is involved.
I never thought 18 years ago I would be instructing people in how to train their dog. I taught
Home Economics! However, I am so glad to be doing what I am doing. It is a wonderful
experience to have someone come back the following week and say “He’s improved so much
since we have been doing what you suggested”.
Claire Lowe

… Socialising your Puppy/Dog
‘You

need to socialise your puppy’, ‘Make sure
your new dog is well socialised’, how often have
you heard this? Its good advice, but how many of
us really understand what a well socialised dog
looks and behaves like and also have the
knowledge to achieve this goal.
‘Take them to a dog park’, ‘Let them run free at
the beach’, ‘Don’t worry if they look scared or a
little aggressive, let the dogs sort it out.’ I’m sure
we’ve all heard this well-meaning but potentially
dangerous advice from others.
cont…/

A socially trained dog is your best friend
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...Socialising your Puppy/Dog ...cont...
Would you take a toddler to a heavy metal gig and put them in the mosh pit to teach them to
dance? Hopefully not and while this might seem an extreme example it’s not far from what a
puppy can experience when thrown in with larger more boisterous dogs. They are most likely to
learn that big dogs are scary, get bullied or hurt and potentially develop fearful or aggressive behaviour.

We often see dogs that strain at their leads, bark, growl, and lunge and overreact when they see
another dog. Often it’s not aggression its frustration! They want to play! Not listen, sit or be quiet!
It can be a sign that the only time this dog has seen others it’s been allowed to play without restraint and hasn’t learnt any self-control around other dogs. Without some self-control your dog
can find themselves in awkward situations before they or you know it.
So, how does a well socialised dog behave?
They are able to be calm when needed, around other dogs, near children playing, as a train
goes by, as a skateboard zooms past etc. They can play nicely with other dogs but understand
that it’s not always play time. They can be happy just being, lying down at the café after a walk,
being with you at the park, waiting quietly while you say hello to someone passing by on a walk.

How do we achieve this?
Exposure to new and different situations, under control, with you there and paying attention is
the key. Reward quiet and calm behaviour with food, pats and playing with toys or other dogs.
Let them meet older dogs under supervision, meet different people and spend time with them in
as many varied locations as possible. The more you give your dog a chance to experience new
things in a calm and controlled way the better they will cope throughout their life wherever they
go and whatever is going on around them.
...cont…/

A socially trained dog is your best friend
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...Socialising your Puppy/Dog ...cont…
Take the time to learn your dog’s preferences, not everyone is the life of the party or likes
rough and tumble play. That’s ok, the goal is to teach your dog to behave and cope with a
range of settings. It’s important to be honest about your dog’s behaviour and social abilities to
help keep them from danger and getting into situations they are not able to cope with.
If you are looking for ideas to help develop your dog’s social skills don’t hesitate to ask one of
the instructors for help.

HOW TO SOCIALISE DOGS ON SUNDAYS AT
WCDTC
To help keep everyone happy and safe please make sure
you follow these guidelines.
Walk your dog into the park on lead. On your first visit DO NOT let your dog off the lead.
You must SUPERVISE YOUR DOG at all times.
Tell your dog quietly what is happening and walk onto the park and around the area for 5 minutes or so. This will
allow your dog to take in what is happening and to calm down before it is let loose.
When your dog is happily looking around and eager to explore, then let them go but follow behind.
Do not force interactions between dogs. It is absolutely not a good idea to get them to be involved with every
dog.
Show consideration and respect for others and their dogs.
Watch carefully for ANXIOUS dogs wearing yellow and don’t let your dog race up to them.
Get your dog to come to you or go up to it to get it to sit or come to you for a reward when they are behaving really well.
NOT BEHAVING WELL? Put your dog back on to the lead. Take for a little walk to get them calm.
Please listen to the instructors if asked to put your dog back on their lead.
Once classes have begun, all dogs need to be on lead.

REMEMBER –
NOT ALL DOGS WANT TO BE EVERY DOG’S FRIEND
A socially trained dog is your best friend
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… Graduations
JUNE 2020 GRADUATIONS

CONGRATULATIONS JUNE
GRADUATES!
Level 1 to Level 2
Dianne & Wayne Thomas with Terra
Dianne Valente with Jax
Carl Halt with Nahla
Ray Daniels with Ellie
Sid and Gay Harris with Milly
Tanya Binkowski with Manny
Tayla Haslm with Winston
Wayne Jacquier with Ella

A socially trained dog is your best friend
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… Graduations cont...
JUNE 2020 GRADUATIONS

CONGRATULATIONS
JUNE GRADUATES
Level 2 to Level 3
Kristina Shepherd and Django
Matteo Barison and Barbara Galli with
Gaia and Cleo
Sam Clarke with Chester
Level 3 to Level 4
David Russell and Alise Hardy with
Debbie

A socially trained dog is your best friend
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… Graduations cont...
JULY 2020 GRADUATIONS cont...

CONGRATULATIONS
JULY GRADUATES
Intro to Level 1
Jan Duncan with Nellie
Alisha Myles with Bingo
Mary DeBono with Charley
Nicholas Vasic with Percy
Daina Pocius with Stella
Andrea Rankin with Larry
Adrian Nicholas with Geneva
Shane Tobias with Maple
Olivia Peressin with Luna
Teeta Sayner with Missy
Carly Payne with Jango
Elyse Sutcliffe with Calli
Ashleigh Cooper with Florence
Puppy to Level 1
Paul Attanasio with Pizza
Corrina Watkins with Bute
Jeanette O’Brien with Max
Bev O’Brien with Lulu
Paul Moretti with Max
Blaz Vozelj with Archie
Anna & Dennis Keaney with Torvi

A socially trained dog is your best friend
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… Graduations cont...
JULY 2020 GRADUATIONS cont...

CONGRATULATIONS
JULY GRADUATES
Level 1 to Level 2
Zoe Kopsaftis with Lucy
Graham St Claire & Kathy Cam with
Magnus
Sonja Carollo with Storm
Matthew & Delina Herreen with
Kade
Jose Merlos with Loki
Buu (Bo) Ly with Felix
Marcia Roberts & Terry Williams
with Dash
Paul Findlay with Stanley
Sammy Homan with Snowflake
Liz DiPaola with Onyx
Fay Poole with Morris
Juliet Giustozz with Mikey
Chad McLachlan & Louise Tunn
with Howard
Rebecca Yuksel with Milo
Peter Lindholm with Elliot
Carley Nuttall with Eddie

A socially trained dog is your best friend
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… Graduations cont...
CONGRATULATIONS JULY
GRADUATES
Level 2 to Level 3
Natalie Prow with Barnaby
Dianne Valente with Jax
Debbie Grogan with Loulu
Lynn Martin with Scout
Glenis Dey with Jess
Magdalena & Carl Halt with Nahla
Wayne Jacquier with EIIa
Dianne & Wayne Thomas with Werra
Sonja & Jim Anderson with Charley
Level 3 to Level 4
Wendy Norton with Esther
Melina D'Agostini with Kad
Claire Jessup with Riley
David Russell & Alise Hardy with Debbie

A socially trained dog is your best friend
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… Graduations cont...
RALLY GRADUATIONS

CONGRATULATIONS
RALLY STAGES 1, 2 & 3
GRADUATES
Melissa with Loki
Merilyn with Dakota
Shona with Gracie
Brandan with Klipper

A socially trained dog is your best friend
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… Useful Links
Pets of Charles Sturt
https://www.facebook.com/petsofcharlessturt/
Mistakes to avoid when socialising dogs
https://www.ethogramdogbehaviour.com/dog-education-behavior-blog/198-mistakes-to-avoid-when-socializing-dogs.html?
fbclid=IwAR0ixjEV9x8xJQzPjeV570FCZyMTEo2gaz5WhcCRTzXFb15KITRTtrQmErc
Flooding. Why surrounding fearful/aggressive dogs with other dogs isn't the best idea.
https://www.dogdecoder.com/what-does-flooding-have-to-do-with-aggression-in-dogs/?fbclid=IwAR2Imuuv1WGYsYguY3XM7xE
-XihqwmQ3umwFaqYY01O225-WFFJjadGLyuM
Five ways you may be putting your child in danger around dogs
https://www.thefamilydog.com/blog/5-ways-you-may-be-putting-your-kids-in-danger-around-dogs/?fbclid=IwAR1aADLl4lQugXfgBU7-BEckQ8VFxN-kWtaq_Tp7SoV8rGRCyaSYW6S1R8

Contact Us
Please contact us if you have any questions, comments,
or concerns.
Woodville Community Dog Training Centre
Woodville Oval
Phone: 8268 5046
Email : info@woodvilledogtraining.com.au
Web: www.woodvilledogtraining.com.au
A socially trained dog is your best friend
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2020 Class Calendar

Contact Us
Please contact us if you have any questions, comments, or concerns.
Woodville Community Dog Training Centre
Woodville Oval
Phone: 8268 5046
Email : info@woodvilledogtraining.com.au
Web: www.woodvilledogtraining.com.au
A socially trained dog is your best friend
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… Club Rules
A copy of the Centre’s constitution is available from the Registrar.
The Centre’s Ground Rules have been made with consideration
given to Public Liability.

1. All members must wear their membership badge, and be
financial to attend class.

2. All dogs must be on lead from 8.45am Sunday, and during all
classes, unless you are given permission by an Instructor.

3. Dog owners/handlers are responsible for any injury to another
dog, or owner/handler where their dog is involved.

4. A dog who has bitten, or shown undue aggression, must be
reported to the Chief Instructor of the day.

5. Bitches in season are not allowed on the grounds during
training sessions.

Classes
8:30 am
Breakfast & Coffee

8:45 - 9.30am
Advanced Class
Rally
9:30 - 10:00 am

6. Generally accepted social behaviour is expected of all
members/attendees.

7. Classes are held on Sundays from February to December,
except on LONG WEEKENDS. When weather conditions are
extreme, modified classes will be conducted with the health and
welfare of members, and dogs, in mind. If persistent rain, or a
storm is forecast, please contact the club on 8268 5046 to
determine if classes will be conducted.

8. Current vaccination certificates must be shown to the Registrar
when joining, and upon renewal of membership every 12
months, or when due.

New Members
Puppy
Beginners
Class 1
10:15 - 10:45 am
Class 2
Class 3

9. Dog owners/handlers are to wear covered footwear during
classes on the grounds. Bare feet, and open footwear, are not
permitted.

10. We use positive reinforcement training, therefore excessive
reprimands such as yelling, hitting, or kicking of dogs, are not to
be used by dog owners/handlers.

11. Dog owners/handlers are asked to use a Martingale/training
collar for the comfort, and well-being of their dog during training.
Check chains, and slip collars, are not to be used in class. Their
general use is discouraged as chains are intimidating, and can
cause significant harm to your dog.
12. Activity equipment is to be used only when owners/handlers
have been instructed in its use by an Instructor.

A socially trained dog is your best friend
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Please check our website (under ‘Our Sponsors’) to find out more.

A socially trained dog is your best friend
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